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LETTERS @ « 


From author Donn Pearlman's fear of 


“well-organized, anti-coin efforts” to 
Coin World Editor Beth Deisher’s 
comment that authorities perceive 
that “somehow the coin collecting 
community is in league with those 
who pillage and smuggle,” it is rather 
amusing to read. Yet Pearlman, the 
comedian, does not seem to see the 
humor in it. Instead, he attempts to 
rebut—as a paranoiac might be ex- 
pected to do—with feeble logic. 

In my opinion, the ANA should be 
teaching young collectors that all an- 
cient coins—indeed, ancient artifacts 
of any kind—were once embedded in 
an archaeological context. The more 
voracious our appetite for collecting 
such objects, the more looters will be 
encouraged to destroy ancient sites to 
find coins and turn them over to 
amoral dealers to disseminate and 
profit from. That’s simply the way it is 
in poor countries in the Middle East, 
Far East or wherever. 

In my opinion, if those countries 
choose to share some of their ancient 
treasures with the rest of the world, so 
be it. If not, that, too, is their right. 
The disposition or disposal of their 
cultural property should be their deci- 
sion, certainly not ours. 

I would add that, now more than 
ever, we should provide resources to 
help Iraq's antiquities department re- 
habilitate and restructure itself. If we 
can pass legislation—no matter how 
watered down it seems to be—to curb 
the illicit traffic of antiquities, we 
should definitely do so. 

This is no laughing matter. No one 
is out to get Mr. Pearlman or anyone 
else interested in ancient coins. The 
issue at hand is merely to do what is 
morally right. All nations of the world 
should be entitled to oversee their na- 
tional treasures as they see fit. It is 
none of our business. 

T.W. JACOBSEN, ANA 1177364. 


Captivating Tokens 

Steve Feller’s article in the October 
2005 issue about tokens issued by 
Iowa’s Anamosa State Penitentiary 
was very interesting (“Tokens from 


A lowa’s Anamosa State Peniten- 
tiary issued a variety of tokens, 
most of which were cataloged by 
Jerry Zara in 1992. 


the Big House,” p. 36). Upon checking 
Jerry Zara’s Prison Tokens and Med: 
als of the U.S. (which | published in 
1992), I noticed that all the tokens but 
the “A.S.P.” specimen were in use be- 
fore 1992. The tokens that read IN 
TRADE on the reverse are thought to 
be more recent than the other reverse 
types (contrary to the caption for the 
photo at the bottom of page 38). 
The 20-cent token has a reverse die 
variety, while the 30-cent token is 
known to have been counterstamped 
with either an “S” or “Z” (purpose un- 
known). Zara stated that the “letters 
. were done by prisoners in the ma- 
chine shop and have no significance 
to anyone other than themselves.” In 
addition, the Iowa Men's Reformatory 
issued cardboard chits in denomina- 

tions of 5, 10 and 25 cents. 
PAUL CUNNINGHAM, LM 2807 


Opinions expressed are those of the au- 
thors and do not necessarily re 
the views of the ANA or the orial 
staff. Direct letters to Numismatist Mag- 
azine, 818 N. Cascade Ave., Colorado 
Springs, CO 80903-3279, fax 719-634- 
4085, e-mail magazine@ money.org. 
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Houston Coin Club show (www.hal- 
pe.org/~edi/gmm/booth.html). It was 
a very rewarding experience, and I 
can’t wait until it returns to Houston 
later this month. 

Featured on my website at www. 
hal-pe.org/~edi/gmm/tokens.html is 
my collection of GMM pewter show 
tokens made on the Museum’s mobile 
mint press. I have almost 30 pewter 
examples. I'm in the process of writ- 
ing an article about GMM’s Winged 
Liberty interpretations. 

EDWIN JOHNSTON 


CNA Workshop 
Worth the Trip 

An avid collector of both U.S. and 
Canadian coins, I was fortunate to 
participate in the Canadian Numis- 
matic Association's (CNA) “Canadian 
Coin Grading and Preservation Work- 
shop,” November 12, 2005, at Hum- 
ber College in Toronto, Ontario. Al- 
though the 500-mile drive from New 


* 


ANA 


fag* 
MEMBER 


LM 5420 
LM 4935 


Jersey was daunting, the program was 
well worth the trip. 

CNA Executive Secretary John Re- 
gitko welcomed me into his home. He 
and his wife, Monina, not only were 
exceptional hosts, but also wonderful 
people dedicated to the hobby and the 
best interests of the CNA. We spent 
hours talking about numismatics and 
reveled in the camaraderie of our mu- 
tual love for the hobby. I was over- 
whelmingly impressed by John’s mar- 
keting creativity and willingness to 
donate endless hours to educating the 
public about his passion. 

At the start of the seminar, I was 
greeted by Paul Johnson, CNA edu- 
cation chairman, and Paul Petch, for- 
mer editor of the CNA Journal. The 
first half of the workshop was given by 
none other than Brian and Scott 
Cornwell, founders of the Interna- 
tional Coin Certification Service 
(ICCS), one of the largest and most 
respected independent grading serv- 


5, 
ices in Canada. The second half was 
given by Coin World’s premier inter- 
national coin and paper money pres- 
ervation columnist, Susan Maltby. 

The workshop was sold out, with 25 
people in attendance. The tuition was 
areal bargain at $50, and that was in 
Canadian funds (only US$42). It was 
a wonderful day of numismatic learn- 
ing, camaraderie and just plain fun. It 
will be given again as part of the 
CNA’s annual convention in Niagara 
Falls, Ontario, July 20-23. I urge you 
to attend. It’s sure to be a big success. 

MICHAEL S. Fey, ANA 1158740 


Disposal of Cultural Property 
a National Decision 

While paging through the Septem- 
ber issue, I came upon “Pearlman’s 
Perspectives” (“Between Iraq and a 
Hard Place,” p. 120) and feel obliged 
to offer the following comments. 

Paranoia seems to be raging in the 
coin-collecting world these days. © 
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